
 

 

 

Rev. Norman Dew, Pastor 

Janet Underwood Organist 

Bob & Linda Lundy, Custodians 

 

Sunday School for all ages:  9:00 AM  
 

Sunday Worship:  10:30 AM 

 

 

If you are unable to reach the Pastor, 

Please call on your Council Memberé 

 

Christopher Boggs; Ben Buehner; 

Doug Cordes;  Leroy Lengle;  

Sara Vaughn; Sue Bean;  

Janet Underwood; Phil Kinder; 

and Nancy Weeks 

 

The Council members phone numbers are in 
your church directory. Thank You!! 
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701 West Third Street 

Connersville IN  47331 
 

765-825-7692 

P e a c e  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  ( N A L C )  

Our Mission Statement 
Our mission, as the body of Jesus Christ, is to reach 

people with the Ministry of His Gospel. 

 

E-mail:  peacelutheran64@gmail.com 

Website: www.peacelutheranconnersville.org 

Facebook: @peace710 



 

Time for Prayer? 

When do you pray?  Our prayer prob-
ably occurs in both ñscheduledò and 
ñunscheduled ways.ò  The unsched-
uled prayer may be the ongoing con-
versation we have with God during 
different times in the day.  It may be 
the prayer offered up in the face of a 
difficult situation or when we learn 
about the pressing need in the life of 
another person.  It may be nothing 

more than the sigh of the Spirit interceding ñwith groaning too deep for wordsò (Romans 
8:26).  All of these prayers illustrate what Paul told the Thessalonians: ñPray without ceas-
ingò (1 Thessalonians 5:17). 

 

At the same time, the people of God have always also prayed in a ñscheduled way.ò  They have 
prayed in a set pattern that ordered their day around God.  We read in Daniel 6:10, ñWhen 
Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows 
in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and 
prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously.ò  The Psalmist says, 
ñEvening and morning and at noon I utter my complaint and moan, and He hears my 
voiceò (Psalm 55:17).  There is evidence that Godôs Old Testament people prayed in the even-
ing and morning in a way that corresponded to the daily temple sacrifices that took place at 
that time.  The Psalmist writes, ñLet my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the lift-
ing up of my hands as the evening sacrifice!ò (Psalm 141:2). 

 

The pattern of prayer at set times continued in New Testament and then into the early 
Church.  We learn about the events preceding Peterôs visit to Cornelius: ñThe next day, as they 
were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth 
hour [12:00 p.m.] to prayò (Acts 10:9).  We also hear, ñNow Peter and John were going up to 
the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour [3:00 p.m.]ò (Acts 3:1). 

 

The biblical examples of prayer in the evening and morning, and at the third, sixth and ninth 
hours (9:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.) gave rise by the end of the fourth century A.D. to 
what Robert Taft calls the ñclassic system of Christian daily prayer: obligatory prayer at the be-
ginning and end of each day, with prayer highly recommended also at the third, sixth and ninth 
hours, and at night.ò[1] 

 

Prayer at set times has always resonated with Godôs people because it intentionally orders life 
around God.  Prayer puts the First Commandment into practice.  We show that we fear, love 
and trust in God above all things when we turn to Him in prayer.  A set pattern of prayer struc-
tures our life around a framework of regularly turning to God.  It continually reminds us about 
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the place God is to have in our life.  As Robert Taft observes: ñThose who accomplish the most 
work are usually those that keep to a schedule, that lead a reasonably regular life.  The same is 
true in the spiritual life.  Those who pray at the same time every day are the ones who pray 
every day.  Otherwise things of the spirit often get lost in the shuffle of our other more mun-
dane but seemingly more pressing daily obligations.ò[2]  

 
Prayer at regular times is very much a part of Lutheran piety.  The Daily Prayers section of the 
Small Catechism provides instruction for prayer in the morning when we get up and in the 
evening when we go to bed (and thus it reflects the ancient tradition of prayer at the beginning 
and ending of each day).  It also directs us to pray before and after meals. 

 

The pattern of prayer set forth in the Small Catechism is a basic model for prayer in the life of 
the Christian.  And then building on this, it is beneficial to include other times for prayer into 
the daily schedule following the model of prayer at the third, sixth and ninth hours of the day.  
It may not be practical to pray at these specific times.  Instead, we can consider if there are oth-
er intervals and times in the day that would work.  The goal is to set up a regular pattern of 
prayer that orders our daily life around God.  On occasion, circumstances will prevent us from 
praying at our normal time.  When this happens, we should not be troubled.  Instead, we know 
that other Christians are also praying and return to prayer at the next point in our life when the 
time arrives.  Prayer at set times is a spiritual discipline, but it is also a discipline lived in the 
freedom of the Gospel.  There are no laws, but instead there are opportunities to shape our dai-
ly lives in ways that turn us towards Christ.  

 

 

Reprinted with permission from Surburgô Blog 

 
About Mark Surburg 
 
Mark Surburg is pastor at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Marion, IL, a congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod. 
He received his B.A. with a double major in Biblical Languages and Religion from Concordia College, Ann Arbor, MI. He attended 
Concordia Seminary, St.Louis where he received Master of Divinity and Master of Sacred Theology degrees.  
 
Mark also pursued course work in Latin and medieval philosophy at Indiana University, and in Classics at Washington University, 
St. Louis. From 2000-2003 he was a Ph.D. candidate in Biblical Studies at Southern Methodist University, Dallas, TX where he fo-
cused on Paul's letters and studied with Dr. Jouette Bassler. 
 
Mark taught as an adjunct professor in the Theology department at Concordia University, Chicago. He has published articles in the 
Concordia Journal, Concordia Theological Quarterly and on the website of Logia: A Journal of Lutheran Theology. He served as a 
consulting scholar for Concordia Publishing House's Lutheran Study Bible and has written for Concordia Pulpit Resources.  
 

[1] Robert Taft, The Liturgy of the Hours in East and West: The Origins of Divine Office and Its Meaning for Today (2d 
ed.; Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press, 1993), 17. 

[2] Liturgy of the Hours, 370. 
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We will all benefit from additional time, if brief, spent reading Godôs Word, meditating on it and respond-
ing to it. This is the aim of this Lenten devotional booklet ð to stimulate regular, personal, daily time in the 
Scriptures in an easy to use format that encourages faithfulness. We also hope that these brief readings and 
meditations will help those not used to daily Bible reading, to begin, at least during Lent. 
 
May our love for and knowledge of Holy Scripture grow, in some small way, as we take a Lenten walk to-
gether, through the Word! 
 
This yearôs Lenten devotional, A Lenten Walk Through the Word, was prepared by the Rev. Dr. David Wen-
del, NALC assistant to the bishop for ministry & ecumenism. 
 
 
Download the devotional to your e-Reader: Apple, Google (coming soon) 
 
Receive a daily message to your personal Facebook Messenger: 
1. Visit: m.me/thenalc 
2. Text the word: Lent 
3. Click the ñSubscribeò button 
 
Listen to this yearôs devotional on the North American Lutheran Church podcast: Apple, Google Play, 
Spotify or thenalc.org/media 
 
Watch a video recording of the devotional daily: facebook.com/thenalc 

https://books.apple.com/us/book/a-lenten-walk-through-the-word/id1499709263?ls=1
https://m.me/thenalc
https://apple.co/2LRtvEq
http://bit.ly/2v51K4g
https://spoti.fi/2Kd6TLz
https://thenalc.org/media/
https://www.facebook.com/thenalc/













