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Our Mission Statement

Our mission, as the boady of Jesus Christ, Is to reach
people with the Ministry of His Gospel.
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FIRST STEPS IN ADDRESSING RACIAL TENSION

Over the past few weeks, much of the United States
has been in turmoil following the sudden and tragic
death of George Floyd at the hands of a Minneapolis
police officer who had pledged “to protect and serve”
the citizens of that community.

It was an inexcusable and unimaginable event. It was

witnessed by a few and has been watched by millions.

It was troubling in its cause and tragic in its result. No
rationale can cover it. No responsible voice can deny
it. No reliable reporting or reasoning can undo what
was ultimately done. A life created by God was
unwillingly taken, and countless lives, as a result,
have been unnecessarily and unduly changed.

As tragic as the event itself was, it was, even more
tragically, revealing of something worse. For many of
us who live our lives largely unaware of the ongoing
realities of racism, it uncovered some of our deepest
problems and prejudices as a nation. It brought to
light some of the troubles and turmoil we hoped we
had dealt with long ago. It unleashed some of those
most destructive and deplorable responses to some
of the most challenging issues we have ever faced.
And the tragedy of the event will continue if the root
causes of the event go unaddressed.

This is not a new problem for our world, nor for our
nation. When the United States first began, slavery
was real and alive. It took a Civil War to face and
address it head-on. The civil unrest of the 1960s was
closely connected to the racial unrest that was found
in people’s lives and hearts. Even more recently, the
death of Ahmaud Arbery in Georgia resulted in
outrage and protests in cities across the U.S.
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When Billy Graham was asked to identify the
greatest social problem facing our nation, his answer
was clear and direct: “Our greatest social problem is
racism. Not only do we have continuing racism in our
own country, but racism is a worldwide problem that
has led to countless wars and conflicts. It is also at
the root of much of the world’s injustice and poverty.”

It has always fascinated me how the events of this life
and the fallen nature of our world serve to remind us
of God's ultimate purpose for us in Jesus.

At the same time as some of our world’s best
scientific and medical minds have been working 24-7
to find a vaccine for a global pandemic, in the events
surrounding the death of George Floyd, we have
been reminded of an even more serious “virus” that
needs a cure.

The root cause of every virus is sin. The root cause of
every sinis a deep and destructive desire, in each of
us, to live life our own way. It was there in the Garden
when our world was first formed. It is alive and well
in our world today. And it will be with us and among
us until Jesus returns and God ultimately has His
way.
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Until then, as the Church, we are called to offer living
examples for others to see and to follow, and to offer
a life-giving witness that provides real and lasting
hope. As a Church, we have what the world does not
have. His name is Jesus. We belong to the One the
world does not fully know. His name is Christ. We
also have been called to live in ways that show the
world who this Jesus is and how much we and our
world are loved by Him.

Knowing there are no simple answers to the
questions we face and that no superficial responses
will result in a cure to troubles that go deep, allow me
to offer the following as first steps we can all take, as
followers of Jesus, to address our nation’s racial
tension.

Pray. We can never pray too often or too much. Pray
for God to intervene. Pray for the family of George
Floyd. Pray for the Black community. Pray for our
police officers, including the ones directly involved in
this tragic event. Pray for our nation’s leaders. Pray
for race relations to be strengthened, and for all
citizens of our world to acknowledge our common
citizenship as children of the One God. Pray for those
who have peacefully offered protests, in order that
their voices be heard. Pray for those who have
destroyed and looted properties, asking for justice
to lead them to Jesus. Pray for our own hearts to
change, and for God, ultimately, to hear our prayers
and for our nations and our world to turn our hearts
toward Him.

Confess. As much as it is always easier to point to
someone else, that is not where the solution starts. It
is the first step in any recovery program. It is the
most important step in bringing about lasting change.
Even if the part we have played is insignificant, even
if we believe we have played no part at all, it is
essential that we confess that we may have, even
without knowing it, played a part, “by what we have
done and by what we have left undone.” Thereis a
problem. It will not go away on its own. We need
help. We need to acknowledge and confess our need.

Listen. This may be the most difficult step to take. It
often is for me. It is much easier to speak and to offer
counsel thanit is to listen to and learn from and

accept counsel when it comes. | will never know what
it feels like to be a Black man in this country. | have
grown up with a calm and calming atmosphere and
life. Before rushing to judgment, we need to listen
and to learn and to do our best to “walk a mile” in our
brother’s or sister’s shoes. We can all learn from each
other, but only as we listen to what the other has to
say.

Speak up. This should come natural for us as
Lutheran Christians. Martin Luther spoke up when
he saw abuse happening in the name of God. It is not
wrong to protest. But do it peacefully. Regardless of
where we find ourselves politically, we have a
responsibility to speak up when we see things that
are not right and to do so in ways that are helpful. We
also have the reassurance, when we do, that we are
not alone. God speaks through us. God will speak
through you. But it will only happen as you speak up
for what is right and speak out against what is wrong.

Love. This is at the heart of the Christian faith. This is
at the heart of the Christian life. How can we say we
love God if we fail to love others? The Bible is clear.
We cannot. Love for God goes hand in hand with love
for our neighbor. We need to work hard at loving
those we see, even if we see in them things we do not
love. There are no conditions in God'’s love for us.
There must be no conditions in our love for others.

If we are to be faithful to the call we have in Jesus, as
individuals and as a denomination, we must be
faithful in our response to others by loving them as
God has first loved us. God'’s love is always and only
found in relationships. And relationships, if they are
of God, are always and only rooted in love. Let us
work to build relationships with each other, with our
sisters and brothers of other races and colors, and to
ground and root those relationships in Christ.

I invite you to join me in following Jesus, by taking
these first and most important steps in addressing
our world'’s racial tension: pray, confess, listen, speak
up and love. Until our Lord returns, this is and will
always be the calling we share.

In Christ,

Bishop Dan
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