Welcome to Vespers for December 24th, 31st, January 5th, Eve of the Baptism of
Our Lord in the season of Christmas - Epiphany. The Service for Vespers can
be found on p142-153 in the Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW). The Psalms for
this evening are Psalm 114 on page 253-4 and Psalm 45 on page 235-6. The
hymnis “O Very God of Very God”, or Lutheran Service Book (LSB)# 898, or LBW
#83.

PSALM 114  (The cantor will speak / sing the antiphon. The psalm will be spoken / sung in unison.)

ANTIPHON
December 24 - Christmas Eve:

The Lord comes forth Like a bridegroom out | of his chamber, *
he rejoices like a champion to | run his course.

December 31 - Eve of the Holy Name of Jesus:

The Lord sends out his command | to the earth, *
and his word runs very swiftly | through the land.

January 5 - Eve of the Epiphany

Begotten of the Father before the daystar shone or | time began, *
the Lord our Savior appeared on | earth today.

Eve of the Baptism of Our Lord:

John the baptizer appeared | in the wilderness, *
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgive | ness of sins.

! Hallelujah! When Israel came | out of Egypt,*
the house of Jacob from a people | of strange speech,

2 Judah became God's | sanctuary*
and Israel | his dominion.

3 The sea beheld | it and fled;*
Jordan turned | and went back.

* The mountains | skipped like rams, *
and the little hills | like young sheep.

> What ailed you, O sea, | that you fled, *
O Jordan, that | you turned back,



® you mountains, that you | skipped like rams, *
you little hills | like young sheep?

" Tremble, O earth, at the presence | of the Lord,*
at the presence of the | God of Jacob,

8 who turned the hard rock into a | pool of water*
and flint-stone into a | flowing spring.

ANTIPHON

December 24 - Christmas Eve:

The Lord comes forth Like a bridegroom out | of his chamber; *
he rejoices like a champion to | run his course.

December 31 - Eve of the Holy Name of Jesus:

The Lord sends out his command | to the earth, *
and his word runs very swiftly | through the land.

January 5 - Eve of the Epiphany

Begotten of the Father before the daystar shone or | time began, *
the Lord our Savior appeared on | earth today.

Eve of the Baptism of Our Lord:

John the baptizer appeared | in the wilderness, *
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgive | ness of sins.
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PSALM 45 (The cantor will speak / sing the antiphon. The psalm will be spoken / sung in unison.)

ANTIPHON
December 24 - Christmas Eve:

Tomorrow the iniquity of the earth shall be | blotted out, *
and the Savior of the World shall rule | over us.

December 31 - Eve of the Holy Name of Jesus:

He comes in splendor, the King who | is our peace, *
the whole world | longs to see him.

January 5 - Eve of the Epiphany

Your throne, O God, endure for ev | er and ever, *
a scepter of righteousness is the scepter | of your kingdom.

Eve of the Baptism of Our Lord:

When Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up | from the water, *
suddenly the heavens were o | pened to him.

' My heart is stirring with a noble song;
let me recite what I have fashioned | for the king;*
my tongue shall be the pen of | a skilled writer.

2 You are the fair- | est of men;*
grace flows from your lips, because God has blessed | you forever.

3 Strap your sword upon your thigh, O | mighty warrior, *
in your pride and | in your majesty.

* Ride out and conquer in the | cause of truth*
and for the | sake of justice.

> Your right hand will show you | marvelous things;*
your arrows are very sharp, O | mighty warrior.

® The peoples are falling | at your feet, *
and the king's enemies are | losing heart.

" Your throne, O God, endures forev- | er and ever,*
a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your kingdom;
you love righteousness and | hate iniquity.



® Therefore God, your God, has a- | nointed you*
with the oil of gladness a- | bove your fellows.

? All your garments are fragrant with myrrh, al- | oes, and cassia, *
and the music of strings from ivory palaces | makes you glad.

19 Kings' daughters stand among the ladies | of the court;*
on your right hand is the queen, adorned with the | gold of Ophir.

"' "Hear, O daughter; consider and | listen closely;*
forget your people and your | father's house.

2 The king will have pleasure | in your beauty;*
he is your master; therefore | do him honor.

' The people of Tyre are here | with a gift;*
the rich among the people | seek your favor."

' All glorious is the princess | as she enters;*
her gown is | cloth-of-gold.

' In embroidered apparel she is brought | to the king;*
after her the bridesmaids follow | in procession.

' With joy and gladness | they are brought, *
and enter into the palace | of the king.

7 "In place of fathers, O king, you | shall have sons;*
you shall make them princes over | all the earth.

'8 T will make your name to be remembered from one generation | to another;*
therefore nations will praise you forev- | er and ever."

ANTIPHON

December 24 - Christmas Eve:

Tomorrow the iniquity of the earth shall be | blotted out, *
and the Savior of the World shall rule | over us.

December 31 - Eve of the Holy Name of Jesus:

He comes in splendor, the King who | is our peace; *
the whole world | longs to see him.



January 5 - Eve of the Epiphany

Your throne, O God, endure for ev | er and ever, *
a scepter of righteousness is the scepter | of your kingdom.

Eve of the Baptism of Our Lord:

When Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up | from the water, *
suddenly the heavens were o | pened to him.



This hymn is sung on December 24 - Christmas Eve.
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ver - y Light  of Light, Whose feet this earth’s dark
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val- ley trod, That so it might be bright;

2 Our hopes are weak, our foes are strong,
Thick darkness blinds our eyes;
Cold is the night, and O, we long
That thou, our Sun, wouldst rise.

3 And even now, though dull and gray,
The east is brightening fast,
And kindling to the perfect day
That never shall be past.

4 O guide us till our path be done,
And we have reached the shore
Where thou, our everlasting Sun,
Art shining evermore!

5 We wait in faith, and turn our face
To where the daylight springs,

Till thou shalt come our gloom to chase,

With healing on thy wings.

Text: John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Tune: Nottingham, Jeremiah Clarke (1670-1707)

[CSB 11, H82 672]
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This hymn is sung on December 31 - the Eve of the Holy Name of Jesus and on January 5 -
the Eve of the Epiphany.

898 The Ancient Law Departs
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I The an-cient Law de - parts, And all its fears re - move,

2 The Light of Light di - vine, True bright-ness un - de - filed,
3 His in - fant bod -y now Be - gins the cross to feel;

4 To - day the name is Thine At which we bend the knee.
A 5 All praise, e - ter-nal Son, For Thy re-deem-ing love,
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For Je - sus makes with faith - ful hearts A cov - e - nant of love

He bears for us the pain of sin, A  ho-ly, spot-less child.
Those pre-cious drops of blood that flow For death the vic-tim seal.

They call Thee Je - sus, child di-vine; Our Je - sus deign to be.
With Fa-ther, Spir - it, ev - er one In glo-rious might a - bove.

e FE ety

Christ was born under the Law 1o redeem a fallen race condemned by the Law's holy demands (Gal. 4:4-5).
The circumcision of our Lord signified that His saving, substitutionary work on our behalf had begun.

Text: Sebastian Besnault, d. 1724; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 POTSDAM
Tune: Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685~1750, adapt.; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 SM



This hymn is sung on the Eve of the Baptism of Our Lord.

From God the Father, Virgin-Born
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1 From God the Fa - ther, vir - gin - born to  us the
2 Be - gin - ning from  his home on high, in  hu - man
3 Glide on, O glo - rious Sun, and bring the gift of
4 A - bide with wus, O  Lord, we pray; the gloom of
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on - ly Son came down; by death the font to con - se
flesh he came to die; cre - a - tion by his death re
heal - ing on  your wing; to ev - ry dull and cloud - ed
dark - ness chase a - way; your work of heal - ing, Lord, be
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crate, the  faith - ful to re - gen - er - ate.
stored, and  shed new Joys of life a - broad.
sense the clear - ness of your light dis - pense.
gin, and  take a - way the stain of sin.

5 Lord, once you came to earth’s domain
and, we believe, shall come again;
be with us on the battlefield,

from ev’ry harm your people shield.

Text: Latin office hymn, c. 11th cent.; tr. John M. Neale, 1818-1866
Music: DEUS TUORUM MILITUM, Antiphoner, Grenoble, 1753

6 To you, O Lord, all glory be
for this your blest epiphany;
to God whom all his hosts adore,
and Holy Spirit evermore.




