Welcome to Vespers for December 24th, 31st, January 5th, Eve of the Baptism of
Our Lord in the season of Christmas - Epiphany. The Service for Vespers can
be found on p142-153 in the Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW). The Psalms for
this evening are Psalm 114 on page 253-4 and Psalm 45 on page 235-6. The
hymn is “O Very God of Very God”, or Lutheran Service Book (LSB)# 898, or LBW
#83.
PSALM 114

(The cantor will speak / sing the antiphon. The psalm will be spoken / sung in unison.)

ANTIPHON
December 24 - Christmas Eve:

The Lord comes forth Like a bridegroom out | of his chamber;*
he rejoices like a champion to | run his course.
December 31 - Eve of the Holy Name of Jesus:

The Lord sends out his command | to the earth,*
and his word runs very swiftly | through the land.
January 5 - Eve of the Epiphany

Begotten of the Father before the daystar shone or | time began,*
the Lord our Savior appeared on | earth today.
Eve of the Baptism of Our Lord:
John the baptizer appeared | in the wilderness,*
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgive | ness of sins.
1

Hallelujah! When Israel came | out of Egypt,*
the house of Jacob from a people | of strange speech,

2

Judah became God's | sanctuary*
and Israel | his dominion.

3

The sea beheld | it and fled;*
Jordan turned | and went back.

4

The mountains | skipped like rams,*
and the little hills | like young sheep.

5

What ailed you, O sea, | that you fled,*
O Jordan, that | you turned back,

6

you mountains, that you | skipped like rams,*
you little hills | like young sheep?

7

Tremble, O earth, at the presence | of the Lord,*
at the presence of the | God of Jacob,

8

who turned the hard rock into a | pool of water*
and flint-stone into a | flowing spring.

ANTIPHON
December 24 - Christmas Eve:
The Lord comes forth Like a bridegroom out | of his chamber;*
he rejoices like a champion to | run his course.
December 31 - Eve of the Holy Name of Jesus:
The Lord sends out his command | to the earth,*
and his word runs very swiftly | through the land.
January 5 - Eve of the Epiphany

Begotten of the Father before the daystar shone or | time began,*
the Lord our Savior appeared on | earth today.
Eve of the Baptism of Our Lord:

John the baptizer appeared | in the wilderness,*
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgive | ness of sins.
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PSALM 45 (The cantor will speak / sing the antiphon. The psalm will be spoken / sung in unison.)
ANTIPHON
December 24 - Christmas Eve:
Tomorrow the iniquity of the earth shall be | blotted out,*
and the Savior of the World shall rule | over us.
December 31 - Eve of the Holy Name of Jesus:
He comes in splendor, the King who | is our peace;*
the whole world | longs to see him.
January 5 - Eve of the Epiphany
Your throne, O God, endure for ev | er and ever,*
a scepter of righteousness is the scepter | of your kingdom.
Eve of the Baptism of Our Lord:
When Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up | from the water,*
suddenly the heavens were o | pened to him.
1

My heart is stirring with a noble song;
let me recite what I have fashioned | for the king;*
my tongue shall be the pen of | a skilled writer.

2

You are the fair- | est of men;*
grace flows from your lips, because God has blessed | you forever.

3

Strap your sword upon your thigh, O | mighty warrior,*
in your pride and | in your majesty.

4

Ride out and conquer in the | cause of truth*
and for the | sake of justice.

5

Your right hand will show you | marvelous things;*
your arrows are very sharp, O | mighty warrior.

6

The peoples are falling | at your feet,*
and the king's enemies are | losing heart.

7

Your throne, O God, endures forev- | er and ever,*
a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your kingdom;
you love righteousness and | hate iniquity.

8

Therefore God, your God, has a- | nointed you*
with the oil of gladness a- | bove your fellows.

9

All your garments are fragrant with myrrh, al- | oes, and cassia,*
and the music of strings from ivory palaces | makes you glad.

10

Kings' daughters stand among the ladies | of the court;*
on your right hand is the queen, adorned with the | gold of Ophir.

11

"Hear, O daughter; consider and | listen closely;*
forget your people and your | father's house.

12

The king will have pleasure | in your beauty;*
he is your master; therefore | do him honor.

13

The people of Tyre are here | with a gift;*
the rich among the people | seek your favor."

14

All glorious is the princess | as she enters;*
her gown is | cloth-of-gold.

15

In embroidered apparel she is brought | to the king;*
after her the bridesmaids follow | in procession.

16

With joy and gladness | they are brought,*
and enter into the palace | of the king.

17

"In place of fathers, O king, you | shall have sons;*
you shall make them princes over | all the earth.

18

I will make your name to be remembered from one generation | to another;*
therefore nations will praise you forev- | er and ever."

ANTIPHON
December 24 - Christmas Eve:
Tomorrow the iniquity of the earth shall be | blotted out,*
and the Savior of the World shall rule | over us.
December 31 - Eve of the Holy Name of Jesus:
He comes in splendor, the King who | is our peace;*
the whole world | longs to see him.

January 5 - Eve of the Epiphany
Your throne, O God, endure for ev | er and ever,*
a scepter of righteousness is the scepter | of your kingdom.
Eve of the Baptism of Our Lord:
When Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up | from the water,*
suddenly the heavens were o | pened to him.

This hymn is sung on December 24 - Christmas Eve.

This hymn is sung on December 31 - the Eve of the Holy Name of Jesus and on January 5 the Eve of the Epiphany.

This hymn is sung on the Eve of the Baptism of Our Lord.

